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F 
rom the Chair 

Newsletter for the Moor Pool Garden Suburb    Issue 116 October 2021 

I’ve decided that The Duck is responsible for 

the increased speed at which time is passing for 

me, in the same way that it did when I was working in a 

job that was governed by cyclical events. It really 

doesn’t seem like a year since I first wrote about my 

lack of inspiration and mentioned the Virginia Creeper 

in my garden. Thankful therefore to find something to 

get this piece going, I shall use it again by telling you 

that every year the creeper takes over the beech hedge to 

the point where no beech is visible and if it had its way 

would creep all over the house. As I write this, it is 

starting to change colour and another magnificent 

display appears to be a few days away. 

On the wildlife front, the fox still visits at dusk, 

nuthatches tackle the squirrel-proof feeder in an upside-

down position and a parade of colourful cats passes 

through daily to who knows where. They vary in shade 

from black and white, black, ginger, tabby and grey, to 

indescribably and extremely weird. Occasionally one 

will secrete itself below the feeders but is always 

responsive to a sharp rebuke from me. None of course 

compares to the one-eyed and now tailless cat, who 

haunted me for years. 

The Residents Association Committee is now meeting 

face to face and has continued to pick up issues that 

have been raised by Residents. These have included, 

overgrown hedges, car parking, overgrown and blocked 

alleyways, and contraventions of planning regulations 

relative to the Conservation Status of the Estate. On this 

matter it is very important to ensure that any planned 

additions or alterations meet those requirements set out 

in the City Council’s Moor Pool Character. Appraisal 

and Management Plan. It’s also another opportunity to 

remind everyone again about the damage to grass verges 

that result from the positioning on them of skips or large 

vehicles. Skips require a licence from the City Council 

and must be placed on the road. 

We have also agreed the date of our A.G.M which will 

be held on 29th January 2022 at 1230 after the coffee 

morning. One of the items on the Agenda, will be the 

election of the Committee, when I hope other residents 

will agree to join. We meet six times a year in the 

evening and seem to manage to get on with each other. 

On this and any other matters, I can be contacted at 

johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk or on 0121 426 2134. 

 

The Moor Pool Festival was a great success and I 

understand that over £1000 was raised, including £500 

from the sale of cakes. I was persuaded to visit the 

excellent Moor Pool History display in the Lower Hall 

and was confronted by images of my younger self in 

various guises during my time with the much lamented 

Moorpool Players. I have many happy memories of 

course of triumphs and one or two near disasters, that at 

the time were always laughed off; “the audience won’t 

have noticed a thing”. I’ve said before that the show 

that I enjoyed more than any other was the evening of 

Victorian Melodrama but the play that has stayed with 

me vividly over so many years is ‘The Diary of Anne 

Frank’. Staging it was quite controversial I recall, and a 

vote had to be taken before it was ‘approved’. We were 

invited later to stage the play at the Roses Theatre in 

Tewkesbury and were described as a ‘semi-professional 

Company from Birmingham; a great experience. 

Jules Bellingham has written to me as follows about 

other planned events. 

Halloween. We are planning to hold another informal 

Pumpkin Trail around the estate, so get your carving 

kits ready, source your pumpkin and get ready to start 

carving. Simply pop your pumpkin out on your 

doorstep, hedge etc. for people to see from 29th 

October. We had some fabulously creative designs last 

year. Let’s see if we can build on that. 

CHRISTMAS EVENTS. After extensive negotiations 

with the North Pole, we hope to have another visit from 

Santa this year (COVID permitting), so pencil in the 

following dates. 
(Continued on page 2) 

http://www.moorpool.com
mailto:johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk
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Don’t Get in a Flap! 

If your Duck does not arrive, gets 

eaten by the dog, you want an extra 

copy or live off the estate, then the 

current issue can be downloaded from 

www.duck.moorpool.com. 

Past issues are also available from 

www.moorpool.com.  

Publication Dates 

Closing Date Publication Date 

20th November 2021 December 2021 

22nd January 2022 February 2022 

26th February 2022 April 2022 

28th May 2022 June 2022 

30th July 2022 August 2022 

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to 
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date. 

MOORPOOL 

NEWS & WINE 
 

Please support your local shop 

Moor Pool Residents’ 

Association Subscriptions 

If you usually pay your annual subscription by cash at 
coffee mornings or similar events, could we encourage 
you to switch to payment by standing order? Or if this is 
not possible drop the cash through Maureen’s letter box. 
The modest sum of £5 per household helps to pay for the 
printing of The Duck and also helps to fund the Easter and 
Christmas activities. 

If you have not done so already, please consider joining. 
There’s a form on the back page with details. 

Are you a member of the 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust? 

It costs nothing and will give you a chance to contribute 

to the running of the estate. If you have lived on the 

estate for over three years you can download further 

details and a joining form from:  

http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/
MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf  

From the Chair cont… 

SLEIGH TOUR. Taking place during the early 

evening on Saturday 11TH Dec, when Santa will tour the 

Moor Pool estate in his sleigh. 

GROTTO. All being well, Santa will then be staying 

over at a secret location and setting up his grotto for 

Sunday 12th December, probably between 1100 and 

1300. 

Stand by for more Santa updates nearer the time, via 

The Duck or posters around the estate. 

To all of this can be added the planned return of Carols 

in the Hall on 18th December between 1600 and 1700. 

Almost finally, I’ve received information from Ruth 

Smith, the Area Coordinator for UK Charity Arthritis 

Action which gives hands-on practical help to combat 

the pain of arthritis through self-management and 

lifestyle advice. Groups give people with arthritis an 

opportunity to talk with others and share their tips on 

how to manage their arthritis and stay active whilst at 

home. Ruth can be contacted at 0203 781 9230 or 0770 

281 3737. I also understand that a number of sessions 

have been arranged, all of which are on Zoom. An 

email to info@arthritis.org.uk will provide details about 

joining, and ‘How To’ guides about Zoom, if needed 

(Ed: see opposite). 

Finally, my time in the Chair has coincided entirely 

with Covid, its effects and the roller coaster we’ve been 

on. As someone, let’s say of mature years, whose 

natural instinct always has been to exercise caution, I 

still feel the need to say stay safe and remain cautious. I 

don’t think that the roller coaster has stopped moving. 

John 

Forthcoming Events 

All events are subject to prevailing covid restrictions. 

Coffee Mornings 
(except December) 

Last Saturday of the month, 
10:30-12:00 

Halloween Pumpkin Trail Starting 29th October 

Santa’s Sleigh Tour Saturday, 11th December 

Santa’s Grotto Sunday, 12th December 

Carols in the Hall Saturday, 18th December 

Residents’ Association AGM Saturday, 29th January 2022 

Macmillan Coffee Morning  

The Macmillan Coffee Morning on September 25th 

raised £400 which is a really excellent result. 

This includes money from the sale of Samosas donated 

by a very kind lady called  Harj who had seen the 

notices. 

Thanks also to everyone who donated or helped.  

Jenny 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.duck.moorpool.com
http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf
http://www.moorpoolhall.org.uk/images/MPHT_individual_application_for_membership_2017.pdf
mailto:info@arthritis.org.uk
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Circle Cinema 

While we are tentatively 

looking at a post-covid 

relaunch before the year end, 

the situation is still uncertain 

and it is difficult to confidently 

predict when we will again be 

able to safely sit together to 

enjoy a film and a bite to eat. 

As always, we will keep everyone updated through our 

web site, this publication and our mailing list. If you are 

not already on our mailing list and would like to be, 

please contact us through the link below.  

Stay safe and sane. 

info@circlecinema.co.uk 

www.circlecinema.co.uk 

Club & Society News 

Moorpool Skittles Club 

We had hoped to have started 

playing sessions by now but on 

reflection, with various 

commitments and holidays it was 

decided to delay yet again, not 

least because the alley is a 

narrow room with a low ceiling 

and no windows so getting 

adequate ventilation is difficult. 

We are a small club and still have a high proportion of 

members who have concerns about a return to our usual 

playing nights. However, we are getting nearer and have a 

date for our first meet up soon when hopefully we can 

make plans to reopen. When we do, it is likely that we 

will be restricted in numbers but we do hope that at some 

stage we will be playing full sessions again and we look 

forward to welcoming new members and visitors to our 

amazing alley, a real piece of history. One that our club 

members do enjoy showing off, it may be a bit low-tech 

compared to other activities but there is always a warm 

welcome, good chat and plenty of laughs. 

Sessions are fairly informal and there’s certainly no 

pressure to up the skill levels, there is a competition 

element but that’s mainly to keep everyone’s interest and 

have something to aim for over the playing season. All 

our members have missed our club evenings and we can 

only keep hoping, keep fingers crossed and trust that we 

haven’t lost the knack! Wishing everyone a safe and 

happy time in the coming months and ‘watch this space’ 

for more information. Any queries to 

tsuzanne444@gmail.com. 

Harborne Tenants Snooker Club 

Harborne Tenants Snooker 

Club one of Harborne’s best 

kept secrets, has re-opened. 

Great News, the ’6*REDS SNOOKER HANDICAP 

SERIES 2021/2022’ competition starts this October 2021, 

with fabulous prizes. Although it is only for members, 

there is still time to join. 

Please contact either  Glyn Davies on 0121 426 3034 or 

Bob Boucher on 0121 427 4200. 

Moor Pool Wildlife Group 

The Wildlife Group have been doing our 

bit for the wider environment this month. 

Thanks to a donation from Waitrose, we 

have been able to give Nettlefold Garden 

a cordless electric lawnmower! This 

means we will no longer be burning fossil fuel to keep the 

garden tidy.  

We also teamed up with Moor Pool in Bloom at Heritage 

Day to promote the use of peat-free composts. Peat based 

composts are being phased out because peat extraction has 

been doing untold damage to the environment. Members 

of the Wildlife Group have been experimenting with 

different types and brands of peat-free. Our testing wasn’t 

up to Which? report standard, but here are our findings.  

Of course, nothing beats home-made garden compost. 

Dalefoot composted sheep’s wool is good for bulking out 

a home-made compost, as is coir (though this is 

completely nutrient free). But, as most people don’t have 

the time or space to make their own, we’ve tried out 

various commercial brands. 

There are some very poor quality peat-free composts on 

the market, containing chunks of twig and other un-

decomposed material – by the time you’ve sieved out the 

lumps, these cheap composts are as expensive as the good 

ones. Our preferred make is Melcourt Sylvagrow which is 

expensive but comes close in quality to the peat-based 

composts we’ve been used to. 

Other tips: peat free compost often looks dry on the 

surface but may still be moist around the roots – stick a 

finger into the compost before watering to check; and 

nutrients seem to leach out of peat-free composts quickly 

so plants may need more regular feeding. 

Autumn is a great time for spotting fungi. Several new 

bracket fungi and a Stinkhorn have popped up in 

Nettlefold Garden. And there was a fabulous Giant 

Polypore on the grass verge of Margaret Grove until the 

council mowed it. It can be great fun fungi spotting – look 

out for them on rotting logs and bark chips in moist, shady 

places. 

Cathy Perry 

Moor Pool Wildlife Group 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.circlecinema.co.uk
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Club & Society News 

Moorpool Tennis Club 

AUTUMN EVENTS & ACTIVITIES AT 

MOORPOOL TENNIS CLUB  

It is truly wonderful to have so many 

dynamic and enthusiastic new 

members at the club from the locality. 

It consolidates what our aim is at 

MTC – for the “C” to be less about 

“Club” and more about 

“COMMUNITY”! 

We were proud to be part of the brilliant Moor Pool 

Heritage Festival on 12th September. We had tennis for 

kids and an introduction to Pilates. After Emma 

Raducanu’s spectacular win at the US Open, interest in 

tennis has sky-rocketed. If you’re inspired to take up 

tennis or would like your children to try it out, please do 

contact us. 

We now have our half-year membership rate which runs 

till March 2022: just £45 for adults, £85 for couples, and 

£90 for families (includes any children under 14). Email 

Membership Secretary John Lewis 

giffordlewis@btinternet.com for details 

Social Tennis continues Sunday mornings, and Tuesday 

and Friday late afternoons - light permitting. 

Yoga On The Lawn with Andrea Coyne takes place 

mostly on Thursdays – follow our Twitter account 

@MoorpoolClub for announcements. 

Sunday 26th September: MTC Doubles Tournament. 

Full report in the next issue! 

We continue to follow Covid-safe guidelines at MTC! 

Chair, Charles Harry 

The Circle Tennis Club  

The support that your local club has 

received during the present situation 

has been unbelievable and has 

shown the value of a friendly, 

supportive club on the Moorpool 

Estate. We have accepted so many 

new members, especially families, 

who have seen that we can provide a lovely way to get 

exercise while maintaining safety and social distancing. 

We have introduced a booking system so that everyone 

gets an equal chance of playing and have had to limit play 

for each player to an hour a day.  This has allowed all 

players to get out and enjoy the chance of either learning a 

new sport or getting back into a familiar one. 

Unfortunately, because of the influx of members, we have 

had to temporarily suspend the acceptance of new 

members until we have been able to ensure that the use of 

the courts is not overwhelming. We will let you know, via 

the website, www.circletennisclub.net  when we are able 

to accept new members. 

Keep watching.  In the meantime, if you have any 

questions, please contact us at 

circletennisclub@gmail.com  

Moor Pool Reading Group 

We are pleased to announce, after 

overcoming various obstacles,  that we 

shall finally be meeting again at 7.30m 

in the Lower Hall on 21st October 

2021.  This meeting will be to relaunch 

the reading group with a discussion of 

books we have read during our long 

absence, dates for future meetings and a volunteer to 

present the next book.  If you are not a member but would 

be interested in joining us, please contact Gillian Morgan 

at gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk.  

http://www.moorpool.com
mailto:giffordlewis@btinternet.com
http://www.circletennisclub.net
mailto:circletennisclub@gmail.com
mailto:gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk
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Nettlefold Notes 

Thanks to a donation from the Wildlife Group the 

Nettlefold petrol mower has been replaced with an electric 

one which is not only 'greener' but a good deal quieter. 

This move was partly prompted by The RHS National 

Sustainability programme* which was launched recently. 

One statistic it mentions is that there are 30m gardeners in 

this country and a petrol-driven lawnmower uses on 

average 9 litres of fuel a year (= 7.6kg of fossil carbon) - 

do the sum yourself! 

In line with advice from our tree experts the ivy on our 

ancient apple tree has been partially removed.  This has 

revealed is that the girth of the main trunk is over 4ft 6ins 

which would indicate that it is considerably older than the 

estate. 

News on the benches. One of the planks at the back of the 

south-facing bench has become very rotten and has been 

replaced. Work is now proceeding on completely 

refurbishing the Heritage bench which we were given so 

that it will be ready for the Jubilee Oak event in June next 

year. 

https://www:rhs.about-the-rhs/sustainability 

_____________________________________________ 

Other facts from the RHS:  

The total area of gardens in the UK adds up to twice the 

area of Somerset. 

They also contain some 400,000 varieties of plants 'this is 

a remarkable resource which is threatened by lack of 

awareness.' 

Watch the drains! With winter coming up and the 

liklihood of flash floods becoming more common one 

thing that could be done is to ensure that all our street 

drains are clear and functional. While it is easy to clear 

surface débris caught in the grating by recent rain (which 

nonetheless hampers proper drainage) there are a good 

few drains in Moor Pool which are completely blocked 

right up to the grating and need attention from the 

Council. 

The contact details are: www.birmingham.gov.uk  then 

follow 'Roads travel and parking' to 'Report on road and 

pavement issues' to 'Report flooding and drainage on 

pavements and roads'. 

Information needed is: road/street and number of nearest 

house - and description:' Drain completely blocked with 

earth and grit'.  

______________________________________________ 

Follow Nettlefold Gardens on Facebook and Twitter for 

more updates: @NettlefoldGdn www.moorpooltrust.com 

Metaldehyde Slug Pellets Banned 

The sale of metaldehyde slug pellets were banned in April 
2021 and their use will become illegal after April 2022. 

In addition to poisoning slugs, metaldehyde also climbs the 
food chain killing, among many other species, hedgehogs. 
To help preserve the much diminished hedgehog 
population, please cease their use now. 

Details at: 

https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2020/10/Slug-Pellets-Banned.pdf 

Finally found the Square Root! 

Did You Know? 

 Britain is becoming wetter and warmer. The Met 

Office has released a new report, showing that in the 

past 30 years, the country has become 0.9°C warmer 

and 6% wetter. The State of the UK Climate report 

also notes that last year was the third warmest, fifth 

wettest and eighth sunniest since records began, 

making 2020 the first year to be in the top ten for all 

three variables. 

 The analysis of Department for Energy figures 

suggests that Britons collectively spent £900 million 

charging portable devices in 2015, enough energy to 

power Birmingham and Bradford for a year. 

 £2.5m of licence payers’ money - equivalent to more 

than 16,000 television licences - has been spend by the 

BBC hiring six PR agencies to promote the licence fee 

and spell out the consequences of non-payment. 

 The poverty rate among working households in the UK 

is the highest ever, according to the Institute for Public 

Policy Research. It says relative poverty has reached 

17.4%. It blames higher rents, soaring property prices 

and childcare costs.  

http://www.moorpool.com
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Slug-Pellets-Banned.pdf
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Slug-Pellets-Banned.pdf
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust  

Moor Pool Festival 

It was great to see so many people attending 

the Moor Pool Festival earlier in September.  

A very enjoyable and relaxing day.  I would 

like to add my words of thanks to those of 

Barbara Nomikos elsewhere in this edition 

of the Duck for all of our volunteers, staff 

clubs and societies for making it such a 

success – and particularly to Barbara for her 

vast amount of coordination and energy she 

puts into it each year.   

Education, Engagement & 

Outdoors Officer  

I announced in last time’s Duck that Rachel West was 

leaving us and we made a presentation to her at the 

Festival in gratitude for her service.  She received a Moor 

Pool map print 

We are close to announcing her successor.  We have had a 

really excellent group of applicants for the role.  We very 

much look forward to the relaunch of our educational 

activities after the Covid break. 

Heritage Management Plan for the Hall 

It’s now over five years since the Trust purchased the Hall 

and the community assets.  We have made a number of 

incremental improvements along the way, such as the two 

new kitchens and for escape for the skittle alley, as well as 

keeping up with all routine maintenance.  We survived the 

disastrous flood of May 2018.   

We thought though it most appropriate to commission a 

forward looking survey of the condition of the listed 

building on our watch – the Hall and the Shops/Flats at 

The Circle.  We have now received this Heritage 

Management Plan (a weighty tome) and will be 

considering its recommendations and actions in the next 

two months.  This will not be cheap.   

Carless Ecology Centre 

This is the area behind the Square and by the Builders’ 

Yard and Garages.  We are developing to include 

greenhouse, raised beds, multi-use cabin and much more 

for the use by community groups and schools with an 

outdoors feel.  We have recently let the final landscaping 

contract and this work should be completed by the end of 

October.  Then onto putting the glass back into the 

greenhouse and finishing the cabin’s interior. 

Property to Let 

We were sorry to see Caroline and Dom leave 25 The 

Circle after almost three years.  And not least for Dom’s 

‘Dad joke of the day’!  We have fitted a new boiler and 

redecorated, and this will be on Hadleigh Estate Agent’s 

books for letting.  It is deceptively spacious with three 

bedrooms and two reception rooms.  And a perfect 

location for Moor Pool.   

Supporting the Trust: 

Fund Raising through on-line shopping 

easyfundraising  

Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you 
shop online! Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate, so 
you can raise FREE donations for us no matter what you’re 
buying. These donations really help us out, so please sign 
up if you haven’t yet. It’s easy and FREE! You can get 
started at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_content=en-n2 

Amazon 

You can no longer raise funds directly through 
easyfundraising.org.uk when shopping at Amazon but 
instead will be redirected to Amazon Smile where you can 
select Moor Pool Heritage Trust as the charity you wish to 
support. The direct link is https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
ch/1148252-0. If you then log in through 
smile.amazon.co.uk rather than amazon.co.uk you will be 
automatically linked to the charity you wish to support and 
0.5% of any purchases will be donated to the Trust.  

You can, of course, continue to use easyfundraising with 
other retailers. Our continuing thanks to those helping to 
raise funds for the Trust in this way.  

As we approach Autumn, we hope that 

regular social activity can resume fully.  The 

MRA recommenced its coffee morning in 

July, and September is on for the 25th.  We 

hope to lay on our popular quiz by the end of 

the year with entry by ticket only to limit 

overcrowding.  Then there is the marvel that 

is the Santa weekend in early December.   

I and my fellow Trustees and Barbara 

Nomikos are always delighted to answer 

questions or look at suggestions.  Do get in 

touch – I’m on simon56.stirling@gmail.com 

or 07757 790539. 

Simon Stirling 

Chair 

Moor Pool Heritage Trust 

http://www.moorpool.com
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-n2
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-n2
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-n2
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1148252-0
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1148252-0
mailto:simon56.stirling@gmail.com
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Company 

Our aim is to be as green as your garden 

All aspects of garden maintenance/tree 

surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge 

trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating 

ponds. All waste fully recycled. 

Call Simon for a free quotation 

07928 677594 

or e-mail 

greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com 

Discounted service available. 

Enhanced CRB available 

for your peace of mind. 

Forgotten English 

Blue Devils 
Colloquial name for certain appearances presented to the 
diseased brain which accompany delirium tremens, or which 
follow a drinking debauch. 

Rev. James Stormonth’s Dictionary of the English Language, 1884 

Thirty-pound knights 
James I became the subject of much ridicule, not quite 
unmerited, for putting honours on sale. He created the 
order of the baronet, which he disposed of for a sum of 
money, and it seems he sold common knighthoods for as 
little as £30. 

Robert Nare’s Glossary of the Works of English Authors, 1859 

Yerd-swine 
A mysterious, dreaded animal supposed to burrow among 
graves and devour their contents. 

Alexander Warrack’s Scots Dialectic Dictionary, 1911 

Dodderel 
The dodderel is a very foolish bird … taken in the night by 
the light of a candle; for if a bird-catcher stretches out an 
arm, that also stretches out a wing; if a foot, that likewise a 
foot. In brief, whatever the fowler doth, the same doth the 
bird; and so intent upon men’s gestures, it is deceived and 
covered with the net spread for it. 

Francis Willughby’s Ornithologia, 1672 

Sloom 
To sleep heavily and soundly; distinguished from slumber, 
to sleep lightly. 

Charles Mackay’s Lost Beauties of the English Language, 1874 

Demaunders for glimmer 
These damaunders for glimmer [fire] be, for the most parte 
women; those goe with fayned lycences and counterfayted 
wrytings, having the hands [signatures] and seals of suche 
gentlemen as dwelleth nere to the place where they fayne 
themselves to have been burnt, and their goods consumed 
with fyre. They will most lamentably demaunde your 
charitie, and will quickly shed salte teares, they be so tender 
harted. They will never begge in that shire where their 
losses (as they say) was. The upright men be familiar with 
these kynde of women, and one of them helps another. 

Thomas Harman’s Warning for Common Vagabonds, 1567 

Stoopgalant 

Something that humbles the great, that makes the gallant a 
mere man. Originally a name for the ‘sweating sickness,’ a 
fever of swift fatality in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuries. 

Joseph Shipley’s Dictionary of Early English, 1955 

Gapesnest 

A wonderment, a strange sight. Fit only to be started at, as 
some strange, uncommon creature; a grazingstock. 

Frederick Elmworthy’s Specimens of English Dialects, 1778 

http://www.moorpool.com
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Update on Hall Activities from Barbara Nomikos, Hall Manager 

Answers to October 2021 Crossword 

It has been lovely to have children’s parties back at the 

hall almost every weekend in September, welcoming back 

many who have used the hall in the past as well as new 

hirers. The hall is already almost fully booked for parties 

at the weekend for October so if you would like to book 

for next year we encourage booking early! November and 

December are filling up. For now we continue with the 

same cleaning schedules and encouragement of covid safe 

practices and are strongly recommending that hall users 

continue to follow these to provide re-assurance to those 

hiring. And thank you again to our dedicated Caretaker 

team who support these bookings! 

Moor Pool Heritage Festival (part of Heritage 

Open Days and Birmingham Heritage Week) 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the festival 

this year, it was a lovely occasion to celebrate to 

community and was so nice to see everyone come and 

enjoy the activities and find out more about everything 

that goes on around Moor Pool and Moor Pool Hall, it 

really felt like a lovely community atmosphere, and once 

again we were lucky with the weather – we always seem 

to be fortunate at the festival! 

We would love to know your feedback on what you 

enjoyed so we can make sure we take on board for next 

year’s festival so please drop me and email with any 

comments. The festival will be Sunday 11th September 

next year as Heritage Open Days which falls 9-18 Sept 

2022. 

It also felt particularly special for me this year as it was 

the first Moor Pool Heritage Festival that my 1 year old 

daughter attended and hopefully make a Moor Pool 

volunteer of her in the future! And speaking of volunteers

-  a HUGE thank you to all the volunteers that came 

forward, especially the new ones! It really makes it so 

much more enjoyable with so many people involved and 

we also would not have been able to deliver so many 

outdoor activities without the number of volunteers that 

came forward at the last minute so a very big thank you.  

You may have seen some of these featured at the festival 

but here is a full list of all the activities that take place at 

the hall that we have welcomed back in September: 

ADULT CLASSES:  

Female Fitness Matters: Pregnancy and Post Natal 

fitness (Monday & Wednesday) Contact Kerry  

www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk  

Jen’s Line Dancing: (Monday & Wednesday) Contact 

Jen on 07486 511146 

Yoga: (Monday 19.30) Contact Amy on 07554 654 007 

www.myyoga.tips 

Yoga: (Thursday 19.30) Contact Abi on 07866481954 

abi@yogahart.co.uk  

Keep Dancing (Tuesday 13.30) over 50’s dance contact 

Faye www.xpress-yourself.co.uk  

Senior Ladies Keep Fit (Thursday 14.00) contact Shirley 

07530244417 

Pilates: (Wednesday 15.30) contact Nicola www.nt-

pt.co.uk 07935927685 

Capoeira (Saturday 10am) Brazilian dance contact 

Mathew at cenoura@hotmail.co.uk 

CHILDREN’S CLASSES: 

Bilingua-Sing: French & Spanish children singing 

(Monday & Tuesday) https:/bilinguasing.com/

birmingham_south  

****NEW**** Sing and Sign (Monday pm) Musical 

baby and toddler signing classes. What does your baby 

want to say? www.signandsign.co.uk 07380153115  

Temple Martial Arts: Kickboxing for children and 

young adults (Tuesday after school) contact 0121 616 

1169 www.temple-martialarts.co.uk  

Baby Glowbugs: (Thursday) www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/ 

One Day Theatre (Monday & Thursday after school ) 5-

14 year old performing arts please email 

hello@onedaytheatre.org or call 07792811562 

Baby Ballet: (Thursday am) www.babyballet.co.uk   

Rhythm-Time (Friday): Music classes for babies to pre-

schoolers 0121 447 7632   https://rhythmtime.net/classes/

details/27_89 

Mezzo Dance: contemporary and ballet classes for 

children and young adults. (Friday after school) https://

www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/ 

Moor Pool Toddler Group Stay and Play (Friday 

10.30) 

Barbara Nomikos (Hall Manager)    

manager@moorpoolhall.com  

Hall Office: 0121 426 2908 

www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk 

Across:   1)  route; 4) cores; 10) referee; 11) badly; 12) screw;13) gateman; 15) ilex; 17) whine; 19)  lynch; 22) flee; 25) towpath; 27) sight; 29) level; 
30) scratch; 31) froth; 32) Seine 

Down:   2) offer; 3) throw in; 5) orbit; 6) endemic; 7) frost; 8) hedge; 9) hyena;14) axle; 16) left;18)  however; 20) yew tree; 21) stalk; 23) Lhasa; 24) 
itchy; 26) allot; 28) satin 

http://www.moorpool.com
http://www.femalefitnessmatters.co.uk/
http://www.myyoga.tips/
mailto:abi@yogahart.co.uk
http://www.xpress-yourself.co.uk
http://www.nt-pt.co.uk
http://www.nt-pt.co.uk
mailto:cenoura@hotmail.co.uk
http://bilinguasing.com/birmingham_south
http://bilinguasing.com/birmingham_south
http://www.signandsign.co.uk
http://www.temple-martialarts.co.uk
https://www.babyglowbugs.co.uk/
mailto:hello@onedaytheatre.org
http://www.babyballet.co.uk
https://rhythmtime.net/classes/details/27_89
https://rhythmtime.net/classes/details/27_89
https://www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/
https://www.mezzodancecompany.co.uk/
mailto:manager@moorpoolhall.com
http://www.moorpoolheritagetrust.org.uk
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Did You Know? 

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us. 

Moor Pool’s Beginnings 

In 1906, a tramway was 

proposed from Birmingham 

town centre to Harborne. If 

this had happened land prices 

would have risen considerably 

and intensive development ‘land sweating’ to recover the 

cost of the land which Moor Pool currently occupies 

would have taken place. Meanwhile, enthusiasts for 

housing reform were considering the land as a potential 

site for a well laid out housing estate ‘with regard to 

decency and beauty and on principles of economy in 

development’ with the belief that it would inspire similar 

developments alongside and elsewhere. However the 

inflated price of the land prohibited a viable proposal. 

Finally, the tramway plan was shelved, the land price fell 

and the scheme for Moor Pool was able to be revived with 

an option obtained by J. S. Nettlefold to purchase the 

land. On June 25th, 1907, a meeting was held in Harborne 

Institute, Station Road (still there although apartments 

now). Its objective was to consider the option comprising 

36 acres of land between Lordswood, Ravenhurst and 

Wentworth Roads and the development of a new Estate 

on co-partnership lines. A resolution was passed 

approving the formation of the society and a provisional 

committee formed; the beginnings of Harborne Tenants 

Ltd. The Committee started work appointing Officers, 

solicitors, architects and began drawing up rules and a 

prospectus for investors. At the first General Meeting the 

actions of the Committee were approved and a formal 

Committee chaired by J. S. Nettlefold put in place. 

The amount of land purchased was increased to 54 acres 

as currently occupied by the Estate and cost £15,860 or an 

average of £31.50 per property. Somewhat different to 

current land values! 

(Pictured) - The Estate as it might have been 

 

Moor Pool History & Preservation Society 

www.moorpoolgardensuburb.co.uk 

 Used by brands to showcase their green credentials as 

well as score some free marketing, slogan-printed 

cotton tote bags are now under scrutiny for being, 

well, not so green. A single tote needs to be used 

20,000 times - or daily for 54 years - in order to offset 

the overall environmental impact of its production.  

 There are more electric car charging points in the 8 

square miles of the City of Westminster than the 

whole of the West Midlands. 

 Chinese fossil hunters have discovered a new species 

of giant rhinoceros which would have been ten times 

heavier than today's white rhinos when it roamed the 

earth 25 million years ago. 

 Do you know what your iPhone is secretly doing at 

night? A privacy experiment with monitoring software 

found 5400 hidden app trackers operating on an 

ordinary iPhone over the course of just one week. A 

range of trackers shared personal details such as email 

addresses and locations with third parties, particularly 

overnight, it said, creating a trove of personal data for 

marketing and political messaging. While some apps 

require trackers to function properly, the experiment 

raises concerns about the transparent use of consumer 

data. 

History Corner 

And how it turned out... 

http://www.moorpool.com
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James Ernest 

Optometry 

Harborne’s best kept secret 

 

Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00 

Our Services 

Comprehensive eye examination 

Contact lens specialist 

Dry eye clinics 

Evening Appointments 

Spectacle re-glazing service 

NHS Patients also welcome 

in a ‘no pressure’ environment 

0121 448 6606 

jeoptometry@gmail.com  

www.jamesernestoptometry.com 

26 The Circle, 

Harborne, 

Birmingham B17 9DY 

Su
d

o
ku

 S
o

lu
ti

o
n

s 

Maki Kaji, known as the "godfather of sudoku" for 
popularising the numerical puzzle around the world, died 
of cancer aged 69 on August 10th. It was Kaji who came up 
with the name sudoku, an abbreviation of a Japanese 
phrase meaning “each number must be single”. However, 
Leonhard Euler, a Swiss mathematician, originally created 
the puzzle in 1783, which he named Latin Squares.  

http://www.moorpool.com
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October 

C R O S S W O R D  

by  Artemonas 

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association  
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association 

Name   

Address   

Postcode Phone  

 e-mail  

The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to 
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form 
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account 
number 03808193. Please also return this slip for our records. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.  

Reference if paying by 
electronic transfer: 

Across: 

1) This way is said to be plant-based. (5) 

4) Terrible score for Hearts (5) 

10) Sapper gets liberty about English judge (7) 

11) When Lady Barbara first changed she was 
poorly (5) 

12) Wild crews working in prison? (5) 

13) Bouncer takes back name tag (7) 

15) Holly found in oil exhibit (4) 

17) Complain about hotel plonk (5) 

19) Remember Bet the landlady? Did they suspend 
her? (5) 

22) Left in charge but run away (4) 

25) Change white top hat for a canal walk (7) 

27) View the place we're told (5) 

29) Smooth back and forward (5) 

30) Withdrawn with minor injury (7) 

31) It comes forth from beer (5) 

32) River seen meandering round India (5) 

Down: 

2) Bid cancelled with hesitation (5) 

3) Argument in lightweight sporting move (5-2) 

5) Path of gold section (5) 

6) Stop mutant mice becoming a local problem (7) 

7) Natural cause of hard water 5) 

8) Henry starts to move the barrier (5) 

9) Animal found in Givenchy enamelling (5) 

14) Across the French wheel bar (4) 

16) One way remaining (4) 

18) Nevertheless, we linger outside (7) 

20) We're yet to change bow source (3,4) 

21) Follow the bird, we hear (5) 

23) Has to enter US city to find another (5) 

24) Henry enters strange city and feels 
uncomfortable (5) 

26) Assign to give a fee back (5) 

28) Fabric made from South African metal (5) 

  1 2   3     4 5   6     

7           8           9 

10               11         

                          

12           13 14           

        15 16               

  17 18         19 20         

21         22 23           24 

25       26       27   28     

                          

29           30             

                          

  31           32           

Sudoku 
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